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Von Kressenstein now was straining at the leash.
He had recently been promoted to the command of
the 3rd Division, and confident in the valour of his
new troops he anxiously desired to match them
against the British. Djemal Pasha appears to have
had doubts of the issue of the adventure : but his
objections were overruled, and in June Von Kressen-
stein set about preparing a fresh offensive.1 Every
detail of organization was carefully thought out
beforehand. Success in the first engagement would
depend largely upon surprise : and immense pains
were taken by the Turks to prevent information of the
projected attack leaking across Sinai. The labour was
well spent, and Von Kressenstein reached Bir El Abd
before his departure from El Arish had been signalled
by British Intelligence agents. Marching rapidly, the
Turkish Corps concentrated at Bir El Abd in the last
days of July,2 and a fortnight later occupied Qatiya.
The Command sought to drive back the British right,
and get between Romani and Qantara. The plan
was soundly conceived, but it had little chance of
success: the British possessed the advantage at every

1 Von Kressenstein gives the field state of his force as follows :
3rd Division of infantry,
Turkish Camel Corps regiment.
1st Pasha Formation.

1  Air Squadron.

Cadres and material, 8 machine-gun companies.
4 15-cm. field howitzers.

2  lo-cm. guns.

2 21-cm. mortars.

4 anti-aircraft guns.

2 Trench Mortar Companies.

Several Mechanical Transport Companies.

2 Field Ambulance Companies.

2 Austro-Hungarian Mountain Batteries.
In all i65ooo men.

2 The German-Turkish Command brought with the expedition
2,000 to 3,000 labourers from Palestine to dig entrenchments.